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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Please cancel claim 1 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please rewrite claims 2, 3 and 20 as follows* 

Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1. (canceled). 

2. (currently amended): The ribboned polarization-maintaining fiber according to 
j claim [[1]]2L wherein said ribbon portion is one formed by fixing and coating said 

• polarization-maintaining fibers with an adhesive, and aligning end faces of said 
polarization-maintaining fibers which are used at least as a signal so as to become a 
predetermined plane of polarization* 

3. (currently amended): The ribboned polarization-maintaining fiber according to 
claim [[1]]21. said ribbon portion further comprising positioning means for maintaining 
alignment of said polarization-maintaining fibers. 

4. (original): The ribboned polarization-maintaining fiber according to claim 3, 
wherein said positioning means is formed as a series of convex and concave shapes, 

5. (original): The ribboned polarization-maintaining fiber according to claim 4, 
wherein said convex and concave shapes are disposed at a regular pitch or discontinuously. 

Page 2 of 6 



PAGE 5/12 * RCVD AT 912812004 8:58:39 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:3152338320 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-26 



.Sap-28-2004 08:56am From-BURR AND BROWN 



315 233 8320 



T-455 P.OOG/012 F-099 



6. (original): The ribboned polarization-maintaining fiber according to claim 5, 
wherein said convex and concave shapes are formed as a saw tooth shape or a curved wavy 
shape. 

Claims 7-19 (canceled). 

20. (currently amended): A polarization-maintaining optical fiber array made of a 
ribboned polarization-maintaining fiber according to claim [[1]]2L I 

21. (previously presented); A ribboned polarization-maintaining fiber, comprising: 
a plurality of polarization-maintaining fibers; and 

a ribbon portion having first and second lateral ends, and a length of 2 to 300 mm 
surrounding at least some of the polarization-maintaining fibers, the polarization-maintaining 
fibers extending individually from the second lateral end of the ribbon portion, 

wherein said ribbon portion comprises a material that can be stripped to expose the 
polari2&tion-mainiaining fibers. 
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